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                       Date: December, 2025 
 

 
Kathryn A. Hirsh-Pasek, Ph.D. 

The Debra and Stanley Lefkowitz Distinguished Faculty Fellow 
Senior Fellow, Brookings Institution 

 
 
Academic Address  Department of Psychology 
    Temple University 
    Philadelphia, PA 19122 
    (215) 204-5243 
    khirshpa@temple.edu twitter: KathyandRo1 

 
Education 
 

University of Pennsylvania, Ph.D., 1981 (Human Development/Psycholinguistics) 
University of Pittsburgh, B.S., 1975 (Psychology/Music) 

 Manchester College at Oxford University, Non-degree, 1973-74 (Psychology/Music) 
 
Honors and Awards 
 
 American Association for Psychological Science (APS) Mentor Award, May 2026 

International Play Association (IPA USA) Child's Right to Play Advocacy Award, presented 
October 22, 2025, Louisville KY 

 American Psychological Association: Mentor Award in Developmental Psychology, June 2025 
Anne Cutler Fellowship, University of Western Sydney, Australia, 2024-2025 
Visiting Professor, Oxford University September 2024-September 2027 
International Congress on Infant Studies Translational Research Award, July 2024 
The 2023 ACM Great Friend to Kids Award, Association of Children’s Museums, April 2023  
Advisory Board, LRDC University of Pittsburgh, 2023 
Board, Zero to Three, January 2023 
Kay Lokoff Yellow Rose Award as a national advocate for young children, May 2021 
National Academy of Education, March 2021 
Elected to the Governing Board of Society for Research in Child Development, March 2021 
Placemaking Winner, the Real Play City Challenge, Playful Learning Landscapes, Nov. 2020 
AERA Fellow, April 2020 
SIMMS/Mann Whole Child Award, October 2019 
Fellow of the Cognitive Science Society, December 2018 
IDEO Award for Innovation in Early Childhood Education, June 2018 
Outstanding Public Communication for Education Research Award, AERA, 2018 
Living Now Book Awards, Bronze Medal for Becoming Brilliant, 2017 
Society for Research in Child Development Distinguished Scientific Contributions to Child 

Development Award, 2017 
President, International Congress on Infant Studies, 2016-2018 
APS James McKeen Cattell Fellow Award - “a lifetime of outstanding contributions to applied 

psychological research” – 2015 
Distinguished Scientific Lecturer 2015- Annual award given by the Science Directorate 

program of the American Psychological Association, for three research scientists to 
speak at regional psychological association meetings. 

President, International Congress on Infant Studies – 2014-2016 
NCECDTL Research to Practice Consortium Member 2016-present 
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Academy of Education, Arts and Sciences Bammy Award Top 5 Finalist “Best Education 
Professor,” 2013 

Bronfenbrenner Award for Lifetime Contribution to Developmental Psychology in the service of 
science and society. August 2011 

Featured in Chronicle of Higher Education (February 20, 2011): The Case for play.  
Featured in the New York Times (January 5, 2011) Effort to Restore Children’s Play Gains 

Momentum (article on play and the Ultimate Block Party; most emailed article of the 
day).  

APA Award for Distinguished Service to Psychological Science, October 2009 
Invited participant: NRC Conference on Language and Reading. Palo Alto, CA, October 2009 
National Best Book Awards, 2008: Celebrate the Scribble (art theory, education and parent 

resource) 
 Eberman Research Award, Temple University, May 2008 
 Alliance for Children: Invited to National Board, November 2007-2008 
 Commencement Speaker, Temple University – May 2007 
 Alliance Research Council for America’s Promise 2005-present 
 Treasurer, International Society for Infant Studies, 2004-2010 

 Keynote Address, with R. Golinkoff, Boston University Conference on Language Development  
(November 2006) 

 Associate Editor, Child Development, 2001-2007 
 Exhibit, PlayWorksTM, at the Children’s Museum of Manhattan, based on the ideas in our book, 
   Einstein never used flash cards: How our children really learn and why they  
  need to play more and memorize less (September 2006) 

 Major Address to Governor Timothy M. Kaine at his Smart Beginnings Summit, Richmond, VA 
(August 2006) 

 Named Debbie and Stanley Lefkowitz Future Faculty in Psychology, 2004 
 Chair, Language and Communication Panel for ICIS Conference, 2004, 2006  
 Books for a Better Life Award for Einstein Never Used Flashcards (Best Psychology Book in  
  2004)    
 Who’s Who in America, 2003- 

Invited Outside Examiner in Developmental Psychology for Swarthmore College, 1994, 2002, 
2009, 2010 

 Chairperson, Maccoby Book Award, Division 7, APA, 2000 
 Temple University Great Teacher Award - 1999 

 Temple University Teaching Academy - 1999 
 American Psychological Association Judge for the International Science Fair, 1999 
 Fellow, American Psychological Association – Divisions 7, 5, & 1  
 Who's Who in American Science 1994- 
 Philadelphia Business Journal 40 under 40 award from as one of Philadelphia's outstanding 
  leaders under 40 years of age, February 1993 
 Fellow American Psychological Association - Division 1, General Psychology, 1993 

Psychology Roundtable - Invited participant, 1991 
Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences (nominated to submit application for 

  fellowship, 1991) 
 Fellow, Wexner Heritage Foundation; Selected as one of ten women in Philadelphia area to 
  participate in National Jewish Leadership Program, 1991-1994 
 Ford Foundation award to sponsor course on Child Development & Social Policy, co-taught 
  at Haverford, Bryn Mawr and Swarthmore Colleges, Spring 1985, 1986 
 Sigma Xi, Swarthmore College Chapter, 1983 
 Invited to serve on interdisciplinary graduate school panel for Ethnography in Education Forum,  
  University of Pennsylvania, 1980   
 Invited Junior Scholar to Interdisciplinary Institute on the Origins and Growth of  
  Communication, Society for Research in Child Development, Summer, 1979 
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 Pi Lambda Theta, University of Pennsylvania, 1977 
 Dean's Scholarship, University of Pennsylvania, 1977  
 University of Pittsburgh nominee for Rhodes, Danforth and Marshall Scholarships, 1975 
 Summa Cum Laude, University of Pittsburgh, 1975 
 Omicron Delta Kappa, University of Pittsburgh, 1975 

 
Professional Employment  
  
 1997- present                 Professor, Department of Psychology, and Director, Temple University 

Infant and Child Laboratory, Temple University 
 

  1990-1997  Associate Professor, Department of Psychology, and Director, Infant   
    Laboratory, Temple University 
 
 1987-1990  Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, and Director, Infant 

Language and Perception Laboratory, Temple University 
 
 1984-1987  Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, and Director, Infant 

Language and Perception Laboratory, Haverford College 
 

1982-1984  Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, and Director, Infant 
Speech Perception Laboratory, Swarthmore College  

 
1981-1985  Assistant Professor, Department of Psychiatry, Medical College of New 

Jersey, Rutgers University  
 

1980-1984  Unisys Corporation (formerly, Sperry Univac, Inc.), Blue Bell, 
Pennsylvania Consultant research psychologist on software ease-of-use 

 
Doctoral Dissertation 
 

Phonics without sound: Reading acquisition by the congenitally deaf (1981) 
 
 Advisor:  Lila Gleitman, Professor of Psychology 
 

Major Outreach Efforts 
 

Creator-In-Residence, Encantos. 
 
Co-Founder, The Ultimate Playbook: Co-Design in Action. 
 
Elected, Governing Council Member, The Society for Research in Child Development, 2021- 
2022. 

 
Regular Blog Contributor, Brookings Institute. 
 
Co-Founder and Steering Committee Member, Learning Science Exchange (LSX). With New 
America, the International Congress of Infant Studies, and the Jacobs Foundation, increases 
scientific outreach with midcareer fellows from 5 sectors of science, journalism, policy, social 
entrepreneurship, and entertainment.  
 
Leadership Team, Bridging the Word Gap Research Network. U.S. Dept. of Health & Human 
Services/ Health Resources Services Administration, HHS/HRSA # UA6MC27762.  
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September 1, 2014-August 31, 2016 
PI: J. Carta; Co-PIs: C. Greenwood & D. Walker. 
 
Steering Committee Member, Latin American School for Education and Cognitive 
Neuroscience. Work with MacDonnell Foundation to partner with Latin American (LA) scientists 
to develop a two-week school in their countries to train young scholars and to introduce them to the 
international scientific community in the science of learning. 
 
Core Group and Advisor, LEGO Global Research Network. Exploring global initiatives for 
playful learning. 
 
Founder, Learning Landscapes. A collection of projects aimed at transforming city scapes into 
opportunities for playful learning: THE ULTIMATE BLOCK PARTY; SUPERMARKET 
SPEAKS: URBAN THINKSCAPE  

 
APA Spokesperson, Disseminator of Psychological Research. Interviewed and quoted 
disseminating the work of developmental and educational psychology to hundreds of radio stations, 
numerous print media outlets (magazines such as Time, Parenting, Parents, Newsweek, 
Wondertime, Child, New York Times, etc.; newspapers all over the country). London Times, NPR  
 

        APA Statement on Teen Viewing Habits. Member of Taskforce for new report  
        (November, 2024) https://www.apa.org/topics/social-media-internet/healthy-teen-video-viewing 

 
Books and Monographs  

 
Golinkoff, R.M., deVilliers, J., Iglesias, A., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2022). Baby Quick  

Interactive language screener: QUILS: Baby. Baltimore, Brookes Publishing.  
   Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff, R. M., Nesbitt, K., Lautenbach, C., Blinkoff, E., & Fifer, G. 

   (2022). Making schools work: Bringing the science of learning to joyful classroom 
   practice. Teachers’ College Press.  

   Iglesias, A., de Villiers, J., Golinkoff, R. M., Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Wilson, M. S. (2020).  
 User’s manual for the Quick Interactive Language Screener - ES ™ (QUILS-ES™): A 

measure of vocabulary, syntax, and language acquisition skills in young bilingual 
children. Baltimore: Brookes Publishing Co. 

   Golinkoff, R. M., de Villiers, J., Hirsh-Pasek, K., Iglesias, A., & Wilson, M. (2017). User’s 
Manual for the Quick Interactive Language Screener. Baltimore, Brookes Publishing.  

   Golinkoff, R., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2016). Becoming Brilliant: What Science tells us about raising 
successful children. APA Press.  

   Hirsh-Pasek, K., Golinkoff, R. M., Berk, L., & Singer, D. (2009).  A Mandate for playful learning 
  in preschool: Presenting the evidence.  NY: Oxford University Press. 
   Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff, R. (2007). Celebrate the scribble: Appreciating children’s art.   

  Allentown, Crayola Press.  
   Singer, D., Golinkoff, R. M., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (Eds.) (2006). Play=Learning: How play 

              motivates and enhances children’s cognitive and social-emotional growth. New York: 
             Oxford University Press. 

   Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff, R. (Eds.) (2006). Action meets word: How children learn verbs. 
              New York: Oxford University Press. 

   NICHD Early Child Care Research Network. (2005). Child Care and Child Development: Results  
              from the NICHD Study of Early Child Care and Youth Development.  New York:  
  Guilford Publications. 
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   Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff, R. (2003). Einstein never used flashcards:  How our children  
  really learn and why they need to play more and memorize less. Emmaus, Rodale Press  

  (translations in Indonesian, Japanese, Chinese, Turkish). 
          Golinkoff, R., Hirsh-Pasek, K., Akhtar, N., Bloom, L., Hollich, G., Smith, L., Tomasello, M., &   
                       Woodward, A. (Eds.) (2000). Becoming a word learner: A debate on lexical acquisition.  
  NY: Oxford University Press. 

Hollich, G., Hirsh-Pasek, K. & Golinkoff, R. M. (2000). Breaking the language barrier:  
An Emergentist Coalition Model for the origins of word learning. Society for Research in 
Child Development Monograph. #262, 65, 1-138. 

          Golinkoff, R., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (1999). How babies talk: The magic and mystery of language  
              acquisition. New York: Dutton/Penguin (translated into French, Italian, Spanish). 
          Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff, R. M. (1996). The Origins of grammar: Evidence from  

     comprehension. Cambridge, Mass: MIT Press 
 

White Paper Policy Statements 
 

Roche, E. C., Hirsh-Pasek, K., Romeo, R., Suskind, D., Eulau,, K., Zosh, J., Golinkoff, R. M.,  
Evans, N., Yogman, M., Noble, K., Leonard, J., Mackey, A., Carlson, S., Galinsky, E., 
Duckworth, A., Farrah, M., Zelazo, P., Shiohira, K., & Garner, A. (2025, 
September). Statement on the Risks of AI Interaction to Babies and Toddlers Around the 
World. Position Statement submitted to the United Nations.   

Nesbitt, K., Blinkoff, E., Hofkens, T., Scott, M., Burchinal, M., Bustamante, A., Farran, D.,  
Golinkoff, R. M., Kessler, S., de Kruif, R., Leslie, D., Levine, S., Owen, M., Pianta, R.,  
Vandell, D. L., Wright, A., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2025, May 23). Teaching in the way 
human brains learn: First results from active playful learning. Center for Universal 
Education Working Paper #193. Washington, D.C.: The Brookings Institute. 

Shah, S., Hirsh-Pasek, K., Morales, J., & Blinkoff, E. (2024, October). When will the United 
States walk the walk for young children and families? Brookings Institution Policy Brief. 

Scott, M., Fletcher, K., Lytle, S., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2023). Philadelphia Playstreets:  
Opportunity and Resilience. Temple University PPL Policy Brief, No. 19.  

Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Blinkoff, E. (2023). ChatGPT: Educational Friend or Foe. Temple  
University PPL Policy Brief, No. 17.  

Guernsey, L., Hirsh-Pasek, K., Golinkoff, R., & Ellis, P. (2023, April). The LSX Model of Cross-
Sector Collaboration. New America, Education Policy.  

Fisch, S., Hirsh-Pasek, K., Abdurokhmonova, G., Davis, L., Fisch, N., Fisch, S., Fletcher, K.K.,  
Pesch, A., Tomforde, J., Volpe, C., & Wright, C. (2022). Playful Learning on Sesame 
Street: Do children learn STEM skills and creativity from watching playful learning 
episodes? Research Report Prepared for Sesame Workshop. 

Wright, C., Hirsh-Pasek, K. & Thomsen, B. (2022, December). Playful Learning and  
Joyful Parenting. White Paper, LEGO Foundation.  

Hirsh-Pasek, K., Masters, A. S., Christie, S., Gibbs, H. M., Evans, N. S., Fletcher, K. K., Pesch, 
A., Yang, H., Fan, W., Todaro, R. D., Golinkoff, R. M., & Xu, F. (2022). Where global 
science meets playful learning: Implications for home, school, cities and digital spaces; A 
special focus on China.(White Paper). LEGO Foundation and Yidan Foundation.  

Hirsh-Pasek, K., Zosh, J., Hadani, H., Golinkoff, R. M., Clark, K., Donohue, C. & Wartella, E. 
(2022, February). A Whole new world: Where education meeting the metaverse. 
Brookings Institution White Paper. 

Hadani, H., Vey, J., Parvathy, S. & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2021). Playful Learning Landscapes Metrics 
 Framework. Brookings Institution White Paper.  

Hirsh-Pasek, K., Hadani, H., Blinkoff, E., & Golinkoff, R. M. (2020, October 28). A new path to 
education reform: Playful learning promotes 21st-century skills in schools and beyond. 
The Brookings Institution: Big Ideas Policy Report.  
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Zosh, J., Hopkins, E. Jensen, E, Liu, J.,  Neale, D., Hirsh-Pasek, K, Solis, S. L. & Whitebread, D. 
(2017). Neuroscience and learning through play: A review of the evidence. LEGO 
Foundation.  

 
Articles and Book Chapters (Published, Under Review, or in Press) 
  

Pesch, A., Weisberg, D. S., Ahn, J., Bustamante, A. S., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (in preparation). 
Towards a more inclusive and culturally representative developmental science: 

Community science.  
Pesch, A., Mahon, E., Todaro, R., Piper, D., Golinkoff, R. M., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (in preparation). 

Perceptions of technoference during shared book reading by preschoolers living in the 
United States.  

Pesch, A., Espinoza, S., Elau, K., Miller, J., Nicopolous, A., Waldron, K, & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (in 
preparation). Cultivating knowledge of climate change through playful learning at the 
zoo.  

Ochoa, K. D, Bermudez, V. N., Pesch, A., Santana, E., Gomez, W., Soto-Lara, S., 
Rodriguez, R., Ahn, J., Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Bustamante, A. S. (in preparation). Parents 

as essential partners and researchers in public spaces projects..  
Erkoboni, D., Pesch, A., Sands, D., Fletcher, K. K., Adamali, S., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (under 

review). Picture This! in your waiting room: Piloting a community-informed playful 
learning installation. Pediatrics. 

Ahn, J., Bustamante, A. S., Rodriguez, R., Roldan, W., Ochoa, K. D., Bermudez, V. N., 
Salazar, J., Pesch, A., Soto-Lara, S., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (under review). Evolving from 
participatory design and speculative futures to community actualization. Journal of the 
Learning Sciences.  

Lee, J. Y., Masters, A.S., Golinkoff, R. M., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (under review). Playful learning  
in Spanish early childhood education: teachers’ attitudes and challenges. 
Hannon-J., Avelar, D., Schneck, K., Pulverman, R., Marquez, M., Hirsh-Pasek, K.,  

Delgado, A., Puttre, H., Neale, D., Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff, R. M. (in revision). Category 
 learning in vivo: caregiver label use matters. 

Gaudreau, C. M., Puttre, H., Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff, R. M. (under review). Questions 
 facilitate toddlers’ novel word learning better than declaratives. 

Todaro, R., Hassinger-Das, B., Zosh, J.M., Lytle, S., Golinkoff, R.M., Hirsh-Pasek, K. (under 
review). Playful Learning Landscapes: Promoting literacy through youth engagement 
and culturally relevant design. 

 Bower, C. A., VonSchonfeldt, W., Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff, R. M. (under 
review). Preschoolers’ understanding of horizontal and vertical dimensions in language: 
The moderating role of parental education. In A. M. Weber, S. Greiff, B. D. Jee, W. 
Möhring, & Golinkoff, R. M. (Eds.), Educational Relevance and Implications of Spatial 
Development in Early Childhood [Special Issue], Learning and Instruction. 

Nesbitt, K. T., Blinkoff, E., Golinkoff, R. M., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (under review). Learning  
Through play: Supporting children’s holistic development. 

Zosh, J., Hassinger-Das, B., Golinkoff, R. M. & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (under review). “Educational”  
apps in the Metaverse: Leveraging potential and avoiding pitfalls. 

Lee, J. Y., Wright, C. A., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (under review). Unpacking the pedagogical  
Difficulties of Korean educators: A Science of Learning perspective. Early Education  
and Development. 

Hannon-J., Avelar, D., Schneck, K., Pulverman, R., Marquez, M., Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff,  
R. M. (under review). Sentence judgements reveal emerging sensitivity to Spanish  
lexicalization biases.  
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Turco, R., deVilliers, J., Hanno, E., Jones, S., Lesaux, N., Golinkoff, R. M., Hirsh-Pasek. K., 
Iglesias, A., & Wilson, M. (under review). Preschool production and processing of 
language abilities as predictors of reading skills in elementary school.  

          Blinkoff, R., Bustamante, A., Burchinal, M., Gunersel, A. B., Scott, M., Golinkoff, R. M., &  
Hirsh-Pasek, K. (under review). Evaluating the effects of a thematic instruction 
 intervention to support students’ 21st-century skills: a mixed methods study. 

Zosh, J., Verdine, B., Halberda, J., Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff, R. M. (under review).  
Preschoolers' approximate number system varies by socio-economic status.  

 Blinkoff, E., Nesbitt, K. T., Golinkoff, R. M., Evans, N. S., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (under review). 
 Pursuing a broader definition of success in the classroom: Early efforts to measure a 
 breadth of skills.  

Bower, C. A., VonSchonfeldt, W., Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff, R. M. (under review). 
Preschoolers’ understanding of horizontal and vertical dimensions in language: The 
moderating role of parental education. In A. M. Weber, S. Greiff, B. D. Jee, W. Möhring, 
& R. M. Golinkoff (Eds.), Educational Relevance and Implications of Spatial 
Development in Early Childhood [Special Issue], Learning and Instruction. 

Sagastui, J*., Lee, J. Y*., Masters, A., Golinkoff, R., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2025). Playful learning 
 in Spanish early childhood education: Teachers’ attitudes and challenges. European 
 Early Childhood Education Research Journal.  
 https://doi.org/10.1080/1350293X.2025.2583290 (*)Equal Authorship 

Ramirez, A., Delgado, A., Golinkoff, R. M., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (in press). The Intermodal 
Preferential Looking Paradign: Where would we be without it. In Leonard Carmichael 
(Ed.) Manual of Child Psychology 2nd edition. New York: Wiley. 

Pesch, A., Fletcher, K. K., Golinkoff, R. M., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (in press). Evidence-based meets  
community-centered: A new approach to creating informal learning opportunities for  
children. British Journal of Developmental Psychology.  

 VonSchonfeldt, W., Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff, R. M., & Bower, C. A. (in press). Emerging 
understanding of axial structures in preschoolers’ spatial language: Influences of 
socioeconomic status. In A. M. Weber, S. Greiff, B. D. Jee, W. Möhring, & R. M. 
Golinkoff (Eds.), Educational Relevance and Implications of Spatial Development in 
Early Childhood [Special Issue], Learning and Instruction. 

Lee, J. Y*., Wright, C. A*., Golinkoff, R. M., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (in press). Another case 
of the theory to practice gap: South Korean early childhood education and care. Early 

Childhood Research Quarterly. 
Masek, L., McMillan, B. T. M., Golinkoff, R. M., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (in press). The roots of  

conversation: Measuring interactions between caregivers and infants. Developmental 
Review. 

Pesch, A., Hespos, S., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2025). Playful Learning Landscapes: Encouraging 
intellectual and social risk in everyday spaces. To appear in The Impact of Risk and 
Outdoor Play on Children’s Learning - Listening, Responding, and Acting on Collective 
Voices. 

Scott, M. E., Hopkins, E., Masters, A. S., Collins, M. F., Dore, R., Lawson-Adams, J., Preston, 
M., Toub, T. S., Schatz, J., McMillan, B., Dickinson, D., Golinkoff, R. M., & Hirsh- 
Pasek, K. (2025). Beyond Book Reading: New Pathways to Vocabulary Development  
through Playful Learning. Early Education and Development. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/10409289.2025.2540665 

Robinson, J., Scott, M., Golinkoff, R.M., Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2025). Development 
Literacy.  In International Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics (pp. ), 3rd Edition. 

Elsevier.  
Pesch, A., Fletcher, K. K., Williams, O., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2025). Enhancing teacher- 

child engagement and promoting early learning with Playful Learning 
Landscapes. Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology, 98, 101786. 

Pesch, A., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (April, 2025). Unlocking High-Quality Teaching. OECD  
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Publishing, Paris. https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/unlocking-high-quality-
teaching_f5b82176-en/full-report.html 

Blinkoff, E.*, Hirsh-Pasek, K.*, Rumper, B., Gibbs, H. M., & Golinkoff, R. M. (2025). Where  
the science of learning meets education policy. In L. Cohen-Vogel, J. Scott, & P. Youngs 
(Eds.), Handbook of education policy research (2nd ed.). AERA. 343-363. *Co-first 
authors 

Pesch, A., Fletcher, K. K., Golinkoff, R. M., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2025). Evidence-based meets  
community-centered: A new approach to creating informal learning opportunities for 
children. British Journal of Developmental Psychology, 43, 5–11. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/bjdp.12511 

Golinkoff, R. M., Katz, S., Jinwoo, J., Collins, M., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2025). How the perception 
 of event is children is influenced by language. Cognition, 259, 106123. 

Nesbitt, K. T., Blinkoff, E., Gunersel, A. B., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2025). Feasibility and  
acceptability of an active playful learning intervention for kindergarten teachers using 
instructional coaching. Early Education and Development, 36(4), 818-836. 
http://doi.org/10.1080/10409289.2025.2449688 

Hirsh-Pasek, K., Zosh, J. M., Hassinger-Das, B., Golinkoff, R. M., Uhls, Y. T., Guernsey, L. 
(2025). Putting Digital Media in Balance: The Importance of Human-to-Human 
Interaction for Young Children. In D. A. Christakis, & L. Hale (Eds) Handbook of 
Children and Screens (pp. 387–393). Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-
69362-5_53 

 Eulau, K., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2024). From Behavioral Synchrony to Language and 
Beyond. Frontiers in Integrative Neuroscience, 18.  
 https://doi.org/10.3389/fnint.2024.1488977 

Lee, J. Y., Wright, C. A., Zheng, X., Todaro, R., Golinkoff, R. M., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2024). 
Professional development programmes on playful learning for early childhood teachers: 

A systematic review. Teachers and Teaching: Theory and  Practice.                  
https://doi.org/10.1080/13540602.2024.2404081 

 Nesbitt, K. T., Blinkoff, E., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2024). Authentic assessment and playful learning: 
   Purposeful assessment of students’ understanding (pp. 57-62). In E. Philips, A. Scrinzi, 
   & S. Friedman (Eds.), Focus on Developmentally Appropriate Practice: Equitable and 
   Joyful Learning in Kindergarten. National Association for the Education of Young 
   Children. 

Dore, R. A., Preston, M.S., Golinkoff, R. M., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2024). Affordances of media as 
learning and play: Children’s and mothers’ conceptions. International Journal of Early 

Childhood. doi: 10.1007/s13158-024-00399-w 
Dore, R.A., Scott, M., Weaver, H., Preston, M. Hopkins, E., Collins, M., Lawson-Adamns, J.,  

Toub, T. S., Dickinson, D., Golinkoff, R. M. & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2024) For preschoolers, 
word knowledge falls on a continuum: A novel framework for capturing the incremental 
process of word learning. Journal of Child Language. doi: 10.1017 /S0305000924000278 

Blinkoff, E., Scott, M., Golinkoff, R. M., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2024). Where the science of  
learning meets the global learning challenge. In Insights from the science of learning for 
education: Leveraging scientific knowledge for innovations in teaching and learning (pp. 
22-32). UNESCO. https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000392085 

Foulds, K., Burd, L., Bustamante, A., Hirsh-Pasek, K., Kye, H., Madden, L., Roberts, R. L.,  
Farhana Potgieter, M. & Potgieter, C. (2024). Bridging the cultures of research and 
practice: The global evolution of Sesame Street’s playful problem-solving curriculum. 
Journal of Children and Media, 18(3), 367-377. DOI: 10.1080/17482798.2024.2356960 

Pesch, A., Todaro, R. D., Piper, D., Evans, N., Pasek, J., Golinkoff, R. M., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. 
(2024). A bird’s eye view of phubbing: How adult observations of phubbing impact 
judgments, epistemic trust, and interpersonal trust. Mobile Media and Communication, 
12(3), 536-563. 

Ramirez, A., Patt, R., Delgado, A., Levine, D., Hirsh-Pasek. K., deVilliers, J., & Golinkoff, R. M. 
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 (2024). A new screener predicts toddlers’ language development from age 2 to  
3. Infant Behavior and Development.  

Lee, J. Y., Sagastui, J., Mischo, C., Masters, A. S., Peters, S., Wolstein, K., Golinkoff, R. M., &  
Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2024). Understanding cross-cultural differences in pedagogical beliefs: A 
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designers and Co-researchers in Playful Learning Landscapes Projects. Paper presented at 
the American Educational Research Association, Philadelphia, PA, USA, April 11-14, 
2024. 

Ramirez, A. G., Hassinger-Das, B., Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff, R. M. (2023, May). The topics 
of parent-child conversation and later language development and school 
readiness. Presentation (Virtual), American Educational Research Association (AERA), 
Chicago, IL.  

Pesch, A., Ochoa, K. D., Bermudez, V. N., Santana, E., Salazar, J., Ahn, J., Bustamante, A.S., & 
Hirsh-Pasek, K. (March, 2023). Playful Learning Landscapes: Evaluating the impact of a 
community-focused, evidence-based intervention on Latine families’ STEM-language and 
interaction-quality. Poster presented the Society for Research in Child Development, Salt 
Lake City, UT. 

Eulau, K., Alper, R., Luo, R., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2022, November 10). Caregiver Expectations 
and Knowledge of Development and Their Impact on Expressive Vocabulary. Poster 
presented at the International Society for Developmental Psychobiology, San Diego, CA. 

Lee, J. Y., Todaro, R. D., Masek, L., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2022, July). Stability of infant play 
behaviors: A person-centered approach. Poster presented at the 2022 International 
Congress of Infant Studies, Ottawa, Canada.   

Ramirez, A. G., Herbst, E., Becker, L., Collins, M. A., Levine, Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff, R. 
M. (2022, July). How do parents’ beliefs about infant-directed speech relate to their 



 54 

children’s word learning. Poster presented at the International Congress of Infant Studies 
(ICIS), Ottawa, Canada. 

Evans, N., Todaro, R., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2022, April). Does guided play help children transfer  
  their knowledge?: Findings from an online study. Poster presented at the SRCD Special  
  Topic Meeting: Learning through Play and Imagination: Expanding Perspectives,  

St. Louis, MO. 
 Evans, N., Jirout, J., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2022, April). Developing comfort with uncertainty to  
  support curiosity and creativity. Paper presented in Supporting Student Curiosity:  
  Classroom-Based Research and Implications for Practice Symposium, the   
 American Education Research Association Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA (Virtual). 

Evans, N., Todaro, R., Jirout, J., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2022, April). Curiosity promotes  
preschoolers’ learning on a causal task. Poster presented at the Cognitive Development  
Society  Biennial Meeting, Madison, WI. 

Rumper, B., Frechette, E., Sharifnia, E., Greenfield, D. B., Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff, R. 
(2022, April). Science opportunities across contexts in majority dual language learning 
head start classrooms. Paper presentation, the American Educational Research 
Association Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA (Virtual). 

Evans, N., Jirout, J., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2022, April). Developing comfort with uncertainty to  
support curiosity and creativity. Session presented at the at the American Educational 
Research Association Annual Meeting, San Diego, CA (Virtual). 

Hirsh-Pasek, K., Ratner, N. B., Golinkoff, R., & Leong, V. (2022, February). Playful  
empowered learning: Using science to reimagine education. Session, 2022 AAAS 
Annual Meeting (Virtual). 

Turco, R. G., de Villiers, J. G., Hanno, E. C., Jones, S. M., Lesaux, N. K., Golinkoff, R., Hirsh- 
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April 9). Does exploration fuel young children’s creative problem-solving during play? In 
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Masters, A., Todaro, R., Schlesinger, M., Fabiano, R., Golinkoff, R. M., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. 
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vocabulary: Radically rethinking “what,” “who,” and “how” for vocabulary instruction. 
American Educational Research Association. (Virtual due to Covid-19)  

Evans, N., Schlesinger, M. A., Hopkins, E. J., Todaro, R., Golinkoff, R. M., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. 
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Patterns of parent input during problem-solving play. Poster presented at the Society for  
Research in Child Development, Baltimore, MD. 



 60 

Levine, D., Stites, L., Puttre, H., Jackson, E., Gonzalez, M., Weaver, H., Hirsh-Pasek, K.,  
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& Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2019, March). Growth curve modeling of preschoolers’ spatial skills  
during spatial training. Poster presented at the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Baltimore, MD. 

Evans, N., Hopkins, E., Schlesinger, M., Golinkoff, R., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (2019, March).  
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K. (2019, March). Longitudinal effects of spatial training on preschoolers’ spatial and 
math outcomes. Poster presented at the Society for Research in Child Development,  
Baltimore, MD. 

Zimmermann, L., Verdine, B., Foster, L., Marzouk, M., Tonob, D., Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff, 
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 Hyson, M., Hirsh-Pasek, K., Rescorla, L., Cone, J., & Mortell-Boinske, L. (1988, November).  

  Academic environments in early childhood:  Challenge or pressure? Symposium at National 
  Association for the Education of Young Children Conference.  
 Hirsh-Pasek, K., Naigles, L., Golinkoff, R., Gleitman, L., & Gleitman, H. (1988, October). Syntactic  

  Bootstrapping: Evidence from comprehension. Boston Language Conference. 
 Rescorla, L., Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Hyson, M. (1988, April). Academic expectations in parents of  

  preschoolers. Biennial Conference on Human Development. 
 Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff, R. (1988, April). Kiss keys: Infants' comprehension of constituent  

  structure. International Conference on Infancy Studies, Washington, D.C. 
 Naigles, L., Hirsh-Pasek, K., Golinkoff, R., Gleitman, L., & Gleitman, H. (1987, October). From  

  linguistic form to meaning: Evidence for syntactic bootstrapping by two-year olds. Boston  
  Language Conference. 

 Hirsh-Pasek, K., Kemler Nelson, D., Jusczyk, P., Woodward, A., Piwoz, J., & Kennedy, L. (1987,  
  April). The perception of major phrase boundaries by prelinguistic infants. Society for  
  Research in Child Development. 

 Hirsh-Pasek, K., Golinkoff, R., & Cauley, K. (1987, April). The verb's the thing: Therein to catch the  
  origins of grammar. Society for Research in Child Development. 
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 Hirsh-Pasek, K., Kemler Nelson, D., Jusczyk, P., & Wright, K. (1986, April). A moment of silence:  
  How the prosodic cues in motherese might assist language learning. International  
  Conference on Infancy Studies. 

 Hirsh-Pasek, K., Golinkoff, R. Fletcher, A. deGaspe Beaubien, F., & Cauley, K. (1985, October). 
  In the beginning: One word speakers comprehend word order. Boston Language  
  Conference.  

 Golinkoff, R., Hirsh-Pasek K., Baduirai, C., & Lavallee, A. (1985, October). What's in a word?: The  
  young child's predisposition to use lexical contrast. Boston Language Conference. 

 Hirsh-Pasek, K., Kemler Nelson, D., Jusczyk, P., Wright, K., & Druss, B.  (1985, October). Clauses  
  are perceptual units for prelinguistic infants. Boston Language Conference. 

 Hirsh-Pasek, K., Golinkoff, R., & Gordon, L. (1984, October). Word order comprehension in a new  
  paradigm: Did Big Bird Tickle Cookie Monster? Boston Language Conference. 

 Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Freyd, P. (1984, May). Vocabulary development: How deaf individuals can learn  
  to use the information given. International Reading Association Conference. 

 Golinkoff, R., Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Cauley, K. (1984, April). Mapping lexical space: A new approach  
  to language comprehension. International Conference on Infant Studies. 
 Treiman, R., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (1983, October). Individual differences in reading style among  

  dyslexic boys. Boston Language Conference. 
 Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Freyd, P. (1983, August). The deaf person's ability to analyze morphological  

 regularities. In V. Hanson, & K. Hirsh-Pasek (Co-chairs), Deaf readers: Clues to the role of  
  sound in reading. Symposium conducted at the American Psychological Association  

  Conference. 
Treiman, R., & Hirsh-Pasek, K. (1983, August). The role of phonological recoding for deaf readers.   

  In V. Hanson, & K. Hirsh-Pasek (Co-chairs), Deaf readers: Clues to the role of sound in  
  reading. Symposium conducted at the American Psychological Association Conference. 

 Hirsh-Pasek, K. (1983, May). What second generation deaf readers bring to the reading task:  A  
  focus on word identification strategies. International Reading Association Conference. 

 Hirsh-Pasek, K. (1982, November). The reading process: What it is and how to make it compatible  
  with a human mind? Eastern Regional Conference for Teachers of the Deaf. 

 Hirsh-Pasek, K. (1982, October). What deaf children bring to the reading task:  Another case for  
  metalinguistics and reading. Boston Language Conference. 

 Treiman, R., Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Schneiderman, M. (1982, April). Brown and Hanlon revisited:   
 Mothers' sensitivity to ungrammatical forms. Southeastern Conference for Society for  

  Research in Child Development. 
 Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Schneider, M. (1981, April). Abbreviations in limited lexicons. Eastern  
  Psychological Association. 
 Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Treiman, R. (1980, April). Doggerel: Motherese in a new context. Society for  

  Research in Child Development Eastern Regional Conference. 
 Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Treiman, R. (1979, September). Reading in the congenitally deaf. Boston  

  Language Conference. 
 

Hosted Podcasts 
 

Behr, G. & Hirsh-Pasek, K (Guest Host). (2025, November 6). Remaking Tomorrow: S9, Episode  
6 Robert Pianta, University of Virginia. [audio podcast]. 

Hirsh-Pasek, K. (Guest Host) & Rydzewski, R. (2024, October 17). Remaking Tomorrow: S7  
Episode 7 Susan Neuman, New York State University. [Audio podcast]. Retrieved 
from S7 Ep7: Susan B. Neuman, New York University 

Hirsh-Pasek, K. (Guest Host) & Rydzewski, R. (2024, October 3). Remaking Tomorrow: S7  
Episode 5 Jodi Mindell, Sleep Center at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. [Audio 
podcast]. Retrieved from S7 Ep5 Jodi Mindell, PhD, Psychologist/Researcher 

Hirsh-Pasek, K. (Guest Host) & Rydzewski, R. (2024, September 19). Remaking  
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Tomorrow: S7 Episode 3 Susan Magsamen, International Arts and Mind Lab. [Audio 
podcast]. Retrieved from https://slbradio.org/podcast/s7-ep3-susan-magsamen-
international-arts-and-mind-lab/ 

Hirsh-Pasek, K. (Guest Host) & Rydzewski, R. (2024, September 12). Remaking 
Tomorrow: S7 Episode 2 Michael Rich, Digital Wellness Lab. [Audio podcast] .Retrieved 
from https://slbradio.org/podcast/s7-ep2-michael-rich-digital-wellness-lab/ 

Hirsh-Pasek, K. (Guest Host) & Rydzewski, R. (2024, September 5). Remaking Tomorrow: S7  
Episode 1 Roberta Golinkoff, University of Delaware. [Audio podcast]. Retrieved 
from https://slbradio.org/podcast/s7-ep1-roberta-golinkoff-university-of-delaware/ 

 
Grants and Research Support 

  
 Awarded: 

LEGO Foundation 
 January 2023-2027 ($19,981,250.00) 
 Title: Learning Through Play: Reimagining PreK to Grade 4 Education 
 PI: Hirsh-Pasek 
National Science Foundation  
 August 2020-August 2025 ($1,712,208.00) 
 Title: Playful Learning Landscapes: Promoting Informal STEM Learning in Public  

Spaces 
 PI: Bustamante; Co-PIs: Hirsh-Pasek, Ahn 
William Penn Foundation 

June 2019-February 2024 (Temple portion $500,000.00) 
Title: Starting the Conversation: A New Intervention Model to Stimulate Language 
Growth in Underserved Populations 
PI: Alper; Co-PIs: Hirsh-Pasek, Luo 

           William Penn Foundation 
                          September 2019-February 2023 ($300,000.00) 
                          Title: Play Everywhere Philadelphia 
                          PI: Hirsh-Pasek 

William Penn Foundation 
                          September 2020- April 2025 ($206,475.00) 
                          Title: Literacy Rich Environment Initiative Proposal 
                          PI: Hirsh-Pasek 
            William Penn Foundation 
                          April 2021- April 2024 ($448,660.00) 
                          Title: Early Childhood Education Research 
                          PI: Hirsh-Pasek 
            Vanguard Group 
                          August 2021- July 2023 ($173,559.00) 

Title: Unleashing the Potential: Expanding a Caregiver-focused Instrument for 
Harmonizing Early Language Development 
PI: Hirsh-Pasek 

LEGO Foundation 
                          January 2021-August 2023 ($285,356.00) 
                          Title: A Global Research Report on Playful Learning 
                          PI: Hirsh-Pasek 

LEGO Foundation 
                          August 2021-September 2023 ($204,486.00) 
                          Title: Parent Support for Learning Through Play 
                          PI: Hirsh-Pasek 

William Penn Foundation 
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June 2017- June 2020 (Temple Portion $750,000.00) 
Title: Philadelphia Playful Learning City 
PI: Hirsh-Pasek 

National Science Foundation  
SMA 1640816  
November 1, 2016-July 31, 2019 (Temple portion $114,999.00) 
Title: Guiding guided learning: Developmental, education al and computational 
perspectives.  
PI: Shafto; Co-PIs: Hirsh-Pasek, Golinkoff, Bonowitz, Xu, Corriveau  

LEGO Foundation 
August 1, 2017-August 1, 2019 ($101,740.00) 
Title: Creativity and Play in Young Children 
PI: Hirsh-Pasek 

Institute for Education Sciences 
R324A160241 
July 2016-July 2019 (Temple portion $453,490.00) 
Title: Assessing the comprehension of language in 2-year-olds using touch-screen 
technology.  
(To develop a rapid, dialect neutral computerized screener for toddlers--both English and 
Spanish--that can be administered by teachers and aides.) 
PI: Golinkoff; Co-PIs: Hirsh-Pasek, Aglesias, de Villiers, Wilson 

Institute for Educational Studies 
  R305A140385  
  September 2014-July 2019 (Temple portion $708,187.00)  
  Title: Spatial Training in Preschool: Identifying Malleable Factors 
  PI: Golinkoff; Co-PI: Hirsh-Pasek 

Institute for Educational Studies 
R305A150435 
August 1, 2015-July 31, 2019; $1,483,000.00 (Temple portion $750,000.00) 
Title: Increasing Vocabulary in preschoolers: Play-based initiatives 
PI: Hirsh-Pasek; Co-PIs: Golinkoff, Dickinson 

 Bezos Family Foundation 
  September 2015-August 2019; $200,000.00 

  Title: Enhancing the Communication Foundation for Language Development in Early  
  Childhood 

  PI: Hirsh-Pasek 
Bezos Family Foundation 

May 2017-May, 2019 (Temple portion $36,304.00) 
Title: of Attention in Infancy: A Key Neurocognitive Indicator of Toxic Stress 
(“Project”). 
PIs: Blair, Hirsh-Pasek 

Bezos Family Foundation 
August 1, 2017-August 1, 2019; $150,000.00 (Total amount to be assigned to Temple  
and NYU) 
Title: Expectant and New Low-Income Mothers Know and Do about Their Infants’ Early 
Learning: A Cross Institutional Collaboration in Two Urban Communities 
PIs: Hirsh-Pasek, Aber (NYU) 

IDEO Early Childhood Innovation Prize $100,000.00 
August 1, 2018-August 1, 2019 
Learning Landscapes 
PI (gift): Hirsh-Pasek 

New Profit: $100,000.00 
July 2018-August 2019 
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Learning Landscapes 
Gift to Hirsh-Pasek 

 William Penn Foundation 
  September 2015-August 2018; $383,901.00 

  Enhancing the Communication Foundation for Language Development in Early  
  Childhood 

 William Penn Foundation 
  September 2015-September 2018; $572,000 
  Urban Thinkscape 
  Enhancing platforms for learning in urban settings 

William Penn Foundation 
August 1, 2017-August 1, 2019; $769,000.00 
Title: Philadelphia Playful Learning City (PPLC)  
PI: Hirsh-Pasek  

Institute for Educational Studies 
R305A100215 
July 2011-July 2015; $2,897,846.00 (Temple portion  $812,109.00) 
Title: Using developmental science to design a computerized preschool language 
assessment 
PI: Golinkoff; Co-PIs: Hirsh-Pasek, Aglesias, de Villiers, Wilson 

Institute for Educational Studies 
R305A090525 
July 2011-July 2014; $1,531,803.00;(Temple portion $791,099.00) 
Increasing vocabulary in preschoolers: Using cognitive science to guide teaching 
PI: Dickinson; Co-PIs: Hirsh-Pasek, Golinkoff 

Mattell Corporation 
May 2011-May 2012; $15,000.00 
Title: Exploring contextual and play material constraints on creative thinking and 
problem solving in early childhood 
PIs: Hirsh-Pasek, Fisher, Glazek, Golinkoff 

National Institute of Child Health and Human Development  
R01 HD050199-03 Spatial language 
August 2006-September 2012;  $974,000.00 
Title: Developmental and neural investigations of space and language 
PI: Chatterjee; Co-PIs: Hirsh-Pasek, Golinkoff  

National Institutes of Health Stimulus Grant 
1RC1HD0634970-01 
September 2009-August 31, 2012; $888,035.00 
Title: Shape up! Preschoolers’ geometric sense predicts future mathematics achievement 
Co-PI: Hirsh-Pasek 

National Science Foundation 
SMA-1058081  
August 1, 2010-July 31, 2012;  $74,981.00 
Title: Translational Science Initiatives: The Ultimate Block Party and Beyond 
(The goal of this research is to work with the NSF Science of Learning Centers to 
develop new and broader initiatives for science outreach that build on the Ultimate Block 
Party and LEARN.) 

National Science Foundation 
DRL-1044384   
August 1, 2010-July 31, 2011; $49,999.00 
Title: Impact of informal learning: Moving the conversation forward 
(The goal of this research is to launch and evaluate a new form of translational science 
that brings together those working in university and museum settings.) 
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National Science Foundation Supplement Grant  
SBE-0541957 
September 2009-September 2011; $300,000.00 
Title: Spatial-Temporal Processing and Social Cognition: Contributions to Language 
Development in Children with Autism 
PI: Hirsh-Pasek, with Julia Parish 

National Science Foundation  
BCS064259  
May 2007-May 2011; $400,000.00  
Title: The path to verb learning.  
PI: Hirsh-Pasek; Co-PIs: Golinkoff, Shipley 

Connections Academy Grant 
2005; $33,067.00 
Title: An analysis of the effectiveness of the Commonwealth Connections Academy 

National Science Foundation 
1999-2005; $196,000.00 
Title: The Origins of Verb Learning.  
PIs: Hirsh-Pasek, Golinkoff  

 National Science Foundation 
1996-2000; $450,000.00 
Title: The Origins of Word Learning.   
PIs: Hirsh-Pasek, Golinkoff   

National Institute of Child Health and Human Development  
1989 – 2003 
(1989 $136,204; 1990 $348,261; 1991 $482,612; 1992 $672,130; 1993 $760,805; 1994 
$725,524; 1995 $707,910, 1996 $632,020; 1997 $756,267; 1998 $781,771, 1999 
$748,436; 2000 $1,042,655; 2001 $832,686; 2002-2005) 
Title: NICHD Study of Early Child Care and Youth Development  
PI: Weinraub, Co-PI: Hirsh-Pasek 

 Spielberg’s Religious Person’s Foundation  
2000-2002; $200,000.00 
JCCA grant on developing a moral curriculum for preschool children 

 Biomedical Research Support Grant  
  1992; $1,500.00 
 Title: Effects of dyadic vs. polyadic contexts on maternal language input to children 

 Biomedical Research Support Grant 
  1989-1990; $2,800.00 
  Title: Speech perception by infants: Clues to language learning  

 Biomedical research support Grant  
  1989-1990; $2,800.00 
  Title: Language comprehension in normal & cerebral palsied children 
 National Institute of Mental Health  
  1987-1990; $160,000.00 
  Title: Language comprehension in the motorically handicapped 
  PIs: Hirsh-Pasek, Golinkoff   

 Spencer Foundation 
  1986-1989; $150,000.00 

  Title: Academic environments in early childhood: Challenge or Pressure.   
  PIs: Hirsh-Pasek, Hyson, Rescorla 

 Pew Memorial Trust  
  1985, $5,000 
  1986, $5,000 
  1987, $5,000 
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  Title: Language comprehension 
 National Institute of Mental Health  
  1982-1984; $94,000.00 
  Title: A new look at language comprehension 
  PIs: Golinkoff, Hirsh-Pasek  
 National Institute of Mental Health  
  1979-1980; $7,000.00 
  Title: Reading by the congenitally deaf 
  PIs: Treiman, Hirsh-Pasek 
Courses Taught 
 Cognitive Development   Introduction to Psychology 
 Cognitive Psychology   Language Development 
 Developmental Psychology  Psychology of Language 
 Developmental Psychology   Psychology of Reading 
  and Social Policy  Research Methods  
 Educational Psychology   Social Cognition 
 Honors Cognition    Social Development 
 Honors Method Course   Statistics 
 Rethinking Innateness 
 
Service to the Profession 

 Offices 
 Treasurer, International Society of Infant Studies, 2004-2010;  
 Governing Board SRCD, 2021-2022;  
 Board Zero to Three, 2023- 

Board Member, Learning Research and Development Center (LRDC) Board of Visitors, 2023- 
 Journal Reviews 

Associate Editor, Child Development.  
Editorial Board, Infancy & Child Development.   
Ad hoc reviewer, Science, Psychological Science, Journal of Child Language,  

   Developmental Psychology, Child Development, Journal of Educational Psychology,  
   Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology, Language and Speech Memory and  
   Language, Early Childhood Research Quarterly and for publishers such as  
   Lawrence Erlbaum, Freeman Press & Oxford University Press 

 Grant Reviews 
  Ad hoc reviewer, NIH, NIMH, and NSF 
  Review Panel, NIH 2003 
 Conference Reviews 
  Reviewer, Boston University Conference on language development, 2006- 
  Reviewer, ISBD, 2007- 

  Chair, ICIS review panel for language and communication, 2004, 2006 
  ICIS Review panel, 1998, 2001 
  Chair, Review panel, SRCD, 1997, 2008 

  Ad hoc reviewer, Piaget Society meetings, Society for Research in Child  
  Development, American Psychological Association, Division 7 and 

   International Conference on Infancy Studies 
 Consulting 
  Crayola, 2007-2009 
  Sesame Workshop, 2006-present 
  Cartoon Network, 2005-2008 
  America’s Promise, 2004-present 
  EBs Adventures, 2004 
  Please Touch Museum, 2004-present 
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  Toy consultant, Fischer-Price, Play and Learn Council, Highlights, K’NEX 
  Media consultant, American Psychological Society and American Psychological Association 
  Consultant, MBC Broadcasting on Language related issues for medical profession  

  Brilliant Beginnings - a California based company interested in enriching young children  
and their parents. n 

Creative Consultant, Jewish Community Centers of North America on grant to on ethics  
in preschool children (funded by Steven Spielberg) 

 School District of Philadelphia, Head Start and Get Set Program, 1989 
  Medical Broadcasting Company, Kidspeak (A video on language  
   development, developed by Pfizer Pharmaceuticals and the American  
   Academy of Pediatrics, released August 1996; consultant for their web site  

   on language development, July 1997) 
  Yerkes Primate Center, Atlanta, GA, on language comprehension in the  
   pygmy chimpanzee, 1989-1991 

  Katzenbach School for the Deaf, West Trenton NJ, on reading by deaf students,  
   1981-1985  

  Educational Director, Electric Schoolhouse, 1999 - 2000 
  Educational Consultant, Solomon Schecter Day Schools, 1999 
University Service 
 Honorary Degree Committee, 2009-2019 
 Dean Search Committee – Education, 2010-2011; 2012-2013 
 Search Committees in Education and Communication Sciences, 2007 
 Graduate Board of the University, 2002-?? 
 Graduate Board of CLA, 2004-2007 
 Great Teacher’s Award Committee, 1999-2002; 2009-2019 
 Family Studies Committee, 2001-2002 

Honors Search Committee, 1993-1994 
 University Fellowship Committee, 1993-1994 

Linguistic Committee, 1987-2020 (Subcommittee on Curriculum Development) 
University Senate Disciplinary Committee, 1988-2019 
University Biomedical Research Grant Committee, 1991-2019 

 Advisor, McNair Faculty In-Training Program, 1994 
College Service 
 Graduate Committee for CLA, 2004-2006 
 Dean’s Strategic Planning committee, 2003-2004 

College of Arts and Sciences Advisory Committee on Collaborative Programs with the  
 College of Education and the School District of Philadelphia, 1988-1992 

 (Designing and hoping to implement co-operation at preschool level & early  
  elementary level in science curriculum) 

Committee on Issues in Ethnic Diversity 
Departmental Service 
 Chair, Honors Program, 1989 – 
 Personnel Committee, 2009-2019 
 Chair, Awards Committee, 2007–2009 
 Undergraduate Director, 2005-2006 
 Personnel Committee 2004-present 
 Cognitive Search Committee, 2003 
 Chair, Alumni development, 2001-present 

Chair, Cognitive Division, 1991-1995 
 Psychology Cognitive Search Committee, 1987-1988 

Psychology Subcommittee on Undergraduate and Honors Curriculum, 1987-present 
Graduate Board, 1991-1995 
Teaching Effectiveness Committee, 1991-1993 
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Dissertation Award Committee, 1994  
 Substantive, Quantitative, Administrative Search Committee, 1995 
Community Service 

 Numerous workshops for community groups and interviews with local and national news media on  
  topics of language development, play, education, hurried children and day care.  
 Appearances on 20/20; Good Morning America, ABC News; as well as in print in NYTimes,  
  Washington Post, People Magazine, Parents, Child.  

Numerous benefit concerts of children's music for area libraries, schools and hospitals. 
Board of Directors, Jewish Community Center, Kaiserman Branch, 1988-1991 
Executive Board, Young Leadership Council, Federation of Jewish Agencies, 1980-1984 
Co- chairperson, Psychological Services Division, Federation Allied Jewish Appeal, 1985- 

  1987 
Vice-President, JCC Camps, 1982-1984 
CAJE: Committee on Early Childhood, 1994-present 
Jewish Continuity Committee, 1997-present 
Advisory Board, Electric School House, 1998-2000 
Vice president Ardmore Civic Association, 2002-present 
DVAEC, 2004-present 
Play and Learn Council, Fisher Price, 2004-present 

 Advisory Board: Fred Rogers, 2011- present 
Advisory Board: Oxford University Press – Counterpoints Series 

 Advisory Board: North Carolina Child Development Research Collaborative 
 Advisory Board: Please Touch Museum project on “humanities” for preschooler 

Advisory Board: Bay Area Discovery Museum 
 Advisory Board: CIVITAS 2005-present 
 Advisory Board: Language Team, NIH Toolbox 2007-2009 
 Advisor, Language and Literacy, California Preschools, 2008-2009 

Advisory Board: New York Hall of Science, 2011-2013 
Advisory Board: Disney Junior, 2011-present 
Advisory Board: Dupage Children’s Museum, 2011-present 
Advisory Board: National Early Education Council, Jumpstart 2012-present 
Advisor, Free to Be Initiative, 2016-present 
Advisory Board: Boston Children’s Museum, 2017-present 
Advisory Council, America’s Promise  
Advisory Board: Chicago Children’s Museum 
Advisory Board: Children’s Museum of Manhattan 
Advisory Board,: NCECDLT Research to Practice Consortium, National Head Start 
Advisory Board: Ready to Learn, PBS 
Advisory Board: Nickelodeon   
Advisor, Family and Work Institute 

Professional Organizations 
Society for Research in Child Development  

 American Psychological Association 
General Member 

  Fellow Divisions 1 & 7 (General, Developmental) 
 Jean Piaget Society 
 American Psychological Society 
 International Society for Infant Studies 
 AERA 
Dissertation Committee Service 

 Kaitlyn Campbell (2025), Committee Member, on development of neural processing 
 Allyson Masters (2024) Chair of Committee, on playful learning 

Elias Blinkoff (2023) Chair of Committee, on playful learning 



 88 

 Cathy Ren (2021) Committee Member, on environmental factors in early math learning 
 Lillian Masek (2021) Chair of Committee, on attention and language development 
 Natalie Evans (2021) Chair of Committee, on creativity 
 Molly Scott (2020) Chair of Committee on deep meaning in reading.  
 Dani Levine (2017), Chair of Committee, On event segmentation. 
 Junko Kanero (2016), Chair of Committee, On language and thought.  
 Jessa Reed (2015), Chair of Committee, On the role of social development in language development. 
 Nate George (2014), Chair of Committee, On language and force dynamics. 
 Justin Harris, (2013), Co-Chair Committee, On force dynamics. 
 Tilbe Goksun (2010), Chair of Committee, On relational language in figure and ground. 
 Sara Roseberry (2010), Chair of Committee, On social foundations of verb learning. 
 Parish, Julia (2011), Chair of Committee, On relational language in autism. 
 Kelly Fisher (2011), Chair of Committee, On playful learning. 
 Shannon Pruden (2007), Chair of Committee, On early verb learning. 
 Henry Tran (2006), Committee Member, On sensitive caregiving. 
 Jamie Reilly (2005), Committee Member, On word processing.  
 Chris Ramey (2004), Committee Member, On the nature of concepts. 
 Mandy Maguire (2004), Chair of Committee, On early verb learning. 
 Elizabeth Hennon (2002), Chair of Committee, On language development in autistic children.  
 Danielle Horvath (2002), Committee Member. 
 E. Satlow (2000), Committee Member, On representation. 

A. Morris (2000), Committee Member, On family context in children’s emotion regulation. 
 George Hollich (1999), Chair of Committee, On multiple cues for word learning. 
 Michele Reimer (1997), Committee Member, On shyness. 
 Hal Sanderson (1996), Committee Member, Cooperative Learning in Secondary Mathematics. 
 Enhui Lee (1995), Committee Member, On autobiographical memory. 
 Michael Tucker (1995), Committee Member, “Systems & Structure in Infant Music Perception: Can 

infants detect intervals in western tonal scale.” 
 Loretta Reeves (1994), Committee Member, On Problem Solving. 
          Susan Schmidt (1994), Committee Member, “Parental influence in families of adolescent drug users” 

(College of Education). 
 Elizabeth Krupinsky (1992), Committee Member, “Determining the mechanisms for the effect of 

feedback circles on observer performance in the visual search task of detecting nodules in 
chest radiograms.”  

 Jane Page (1991), Committee Member, On verb learning (Presented towards fulfillment of Ph.D. 
degree in Linguistics at Temple University). 

 Hanna Jacobson (1990), Committee Member, “Story Schema, Memory capacity and metacognition: 
The illumination of a thought” (Temple University School of Education). 

 Elizabeth Richman (1990), Committee Member, “The Hurried child: What is the father's role in 
fostering academic environments?” (Presented toward the fulfillment of the Ph.D. degree in 
Human Development at Bryn Mawr College). 

 Judith Hodgson (1989), Committee Member, “The influence of contextual factors on the 
comprehension of spatial prepositions by pre-school children” (Presented towards fulfillment 
of the Ph.D. degree in psychology at the University of Queens2002land, Queensland, 
Australia). 

 Carolyn Spies (1988), Committee Member, “Three year olds' knowledge of the appearance-reality 
distinction” (Presented towards fulfillment of the Ph.D. degree in Psychology at Temple 
University). 

Creative Works 
 Co-creator of “An Ethical Start, “JCCA moral development preschool program”  
  Musical CD: books and curriculum currently in use at 50 sites around North America 

Wrote and produced five albums of children's music with Mona Goldman-Zakheim:  
 Jumpin' in a Puddle (released November 1987)  
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 Staying Up (released November 1988)  
 Hugs and Kisses (released March 1990) 
  Around the World (released January 1991) 
 Making a Difference For K.I.D.S. (released February 1993) 
"Can't Stop Us Now," requested by Mayor and Mrs. Dinkins of New York to serve as a theme song 
to keep children in school. 
1992-1993, Commissioned by Early Learning Center to write music and lyrics for audiocassette 
designed to raise money for K.I.D.S.  (Kids in Distressed Situations).  

 April 1994, Performed at the White House for Easter Day festivities. 
 February 1995, Participant in The Human Language Series: a documentary on language processes  
  aired on PBS. 

Creator & Co-Producer of Captain Tikkun series: an educational alternative to the Power Rangers.  A 
moral-value thematic-based preschool program. 
Creator & Co-producer of an Ethical Start (1999-present). Curricular project with JCCA to develop 
ethical program for early childhood programs across North America. 

 
 


